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The Koordinierungsstelle Magdeburg is the central German service institution for lost cultural 

assets and the documentation of cultural assets. The operation of the Koordinierungsstelle is split 

between its two responsible bodies, namely the German Federal Government and the German 

Laender. It is based at the Ministry of Education and Culture of the German Land of Saxony-

Anhalt in Magdeburg, the capital city of Saxony-Anhalt. 

 As a German public institution, the activities carried out by the Koordinierungsstelle include the 

task of implementing the Washington Principles and subsequent agreements by using the website 

www.lostart.de to document German and international search requests and lost and found reports 

on cultural property seized as a result of Nazi persecution (‘Nazi-confiscated art’) and on cultural 

property looted during and after the war (‘looted art‘). Alongside its function as a database, 

www. lostart.de also forms an information portal for all aspects of the topics of Nazi-confiscated 

art and art looted during or after the war. The website aims to increase the possibility of 

identifying objects by means of the transparent documentation of private and institutional reports 

accompanied by the provision of initial topical information within the framework of the 

Provenance Research module. At the same time, this service can be combined with, for example, 

specially designed checklists in order to not only support provenance research but also to aid the 

effective public documentation of property claims. 

Alongside this, www.lostart.de also serves as a remembrance tool in terms of the German efforts 

to make reparations for National Socialist crimes by describing the tragic fateful tales of the 

victims of the Nazi Regime and giving an outline of the processes of their deprivation of rights 

and the confiscation of their property. The Koordinierungsstelle also carries out a comprehensive 

range of public relations activities particularly including, alongside its media work and website, 

the publication of a series of books. These books and their titles take a scientific approach to the 

subject areas of Nazi-confiscated art and looted art from a variety of angles of history, politics, 

art history and law. The Koordinierungsstelle additionally serves as the administrative office of 

the Advisory Commission on the Return of Cultural Property Seized as a Result of Nazi 

Persecution, especially Jewish Property. Since 2010, it has also been responsible for the 

operational administration of www.kulturgutschutz-deutschland.de, the website of the German 

Federal Government and German Laender, of which the core element is the central database 

containing the directories of the nationally valuable cultural assets in the German Laender. 
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