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ABSTRACT 
 

The Museum of Modern Art Archives was established in 1989 by a resolution of the Board of 
Trustees, to preserve and make accessible the Museum’s historical records, and in 1998 its 
mission expanded to also include acquiring archival collections created by outside individuals or 
organizations.  Today, the Archives consists of over 5,000 linear feet of unique, primary source 
documentation, comprised in over 150 distinct collections.   
 
MoMA’s historic records, combined with the outside collections, make the Archives a premier 
center internationally for primary source research on modern and contemporary art.  MoMA 
documentation includes: research papers and correspondence of former Museum curators, 
directors, and staff, (including the Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Papers); exhibition files; extensive press 
files and newsclippings; 5,000 sound and video recordings; 20,000 photographs of exhibition 
installations, and tens of thousands of photos of artists and personalities, historic events, and 
the Museum’s building and grounds.   
 
Non-MoMA archival collections relevant for provenance research include: the Curt Valentin 
Papers, the J.B. Neumann Papers, and the Hellmut Lehmann-Haupt Papers.  In addition, a 
significant recent acquisition is the Paul Rosenberg Archives.  This important collection 
documents the history of the Paul Rosenberg Gallery – one of this century’s pre-eminent 
galleries -- from 1905 to 2000, at its locations in Paris, London and New York.  The records, 
which include correspondence, business receipts, and voluminous photographic documentation, 
are particularly rich for the study of early twentieth-century French art, as Rosenberg, for at least 
a period, represented and exhibited such artists as: Marie Laurencin, Pablo Picasso, Georges 
Braque, Fernand Léger, André Masson, and Henri Matisse.  Furthermore, the archives provide 
unique invaluable documentation regarding provenance of thousands of works of art.  This 
collection has been promised to the Museum as a bequest of Elaine Rosenberg. 
 
Information about the MoMA Archives may be found at:  
http://moma.org/learn/resources/archives/index    
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