
Small but highly informative archive

The archive of the Federal Office for the Protection of Monuments [Bundesdenkmalamt] is 

often the starting point for investigating works of art and persons, not only in the context of 

provenance research but also at an international level.

The historical restitution material covers the period from 1938 to the 1990s and is divided into 

two main groups:

1. general material
2. personal material

The first group contains salvaged documents from Lower Austria, Kremsmünster, Altaussee, 

CCP Munich und Mauerbach, together with correspondence and boxes on the procedure for 

confiscation, seizure and distribution. The latter also contains the origin lists. Handwritten 

notes frequently make it possible to trace the objects from the time of confiscation until their 

return to the original owners or legal successors. The central depot file is an important 

component of the general material as it provides a link between the two groups mentioned 

above and also to the photographs in the archive.

The second group consists of over 1,750 personal files (victims and perpetrators). They 

contain information on persons and their art assets – in some cases from the date of 

confiscation or seizure to the attempts by victims to trace the works and, if successful, 

documentation on their restitution. The works of art in the personal file that were identified for 

tracing were included in the Munich search file after 1945, sorted by artists and tagged with a 

comment on ownership.

The export archive (1938–45) is also divided into two groups:

1. export forms
2. export files

With the exception of forms on which the art works are marked as frozen – retained – 

reserved – to remain behind (approx. 2,100) and those with attached lists, the details about 

the works of art on the approx. 18,000 applications for export are mostly unspecific (pictures, 

sculptures, etc.).


